
Steps to Starting a Business in Virginia

Select Name for New 
Business

YES NOBusiness Entity:
Corporation, LLC, S-Corp, 

Partnership

Register with IRS for Federal 
Employment ID Number
www.irs.gov/businesses/small-

businesses-self-employed/employer-id-
numbers-eins

State Corporation 
Commission Regulation

www.scc.virginia.gov
Sole Proprietorship

YES NODo you have 3 or more 
employees?

Register with Virginia 
Department of Taxation

www.tax.virginia.gov

Additional Virginia Licenses

County or Town License 
Requirements

www.cityapplications.com/business-
licenses/VA-Virginia/biz-Virginia.html

Register with Virginia 
Employment 
Commission

www.vec.virginia.gov

IRS
www.irs.gov/businesses/small-
businesses-self-employed/sole-

proprietorships

VA Dept. of 
Professional & 

Occupational Regulation
www.dpor.virginia.gov

File a Fictitious Name 
Certificate, also known as DBA 
at Clerk's office of the circuit 

court of the jurisdiction in which 
the fictitious name will be used.

Have questions/need help, contact:

Virginia Business
 Information Center
1-866-248-8814 
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